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ciency of their Arguments 
to ſupport her Cauſe. 
NEW DiscoveERIEs and 
F Ac rs never before made 
publick, tending to confirm 
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Fro s Innocence, and the 
robability that the Whole 
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and a moſt villainous Impo- 
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2 0 M E Time aſter the Trial of the 
Gipſey, a Warrant was iſſued by the 
Lord Mayor againſt Canning, to which 

ber Friends gave Bail for her Appear- 
3. ance. It need not be told, that the 
rand Jury at the April Seſſions threw out the Bill of 


Indictment, preferred againſt her, as lilewiſe thoſe 
againſt the Gipſey's Witneſſes. - In Confequence of 
4 this, it was generally thought all farther Proſecuti- 
ſons would have dropt; but juſt before the follow- 


ing Seſſions in June, Canning's Friends were infor- 
med, another Bill would be preferred againſt her at 


I neſfes. All theſe Bills the Grand Jury. 


that Seſſions, as it was; and they therefore were ad- 
viſed, again to prefer Bills againſt the Gipſes Wi 


f 75 gth, at Night. A bi 
, B Mà. 
; 


4 The Diſpute between Mr. MyrxS 1 
_ . Mr. Furd. The indicting the Gipſey's Witneſſes, 
appears too plainly to have been a Meaſure taken for 
the Defence of the Girl, and not in the leaſt for 

the ſake of Juſtice, ſinee it is now confeſſed, that 


after the firſt Bills were thrown out, theſe Gentle- 
men would have been very well fatisfied to let a Per- 
Jury of the blackeſt Dye (on one Side or the other) 


eſcape unpuniſhed, uncenſured, and undetected, till AR 
ro 


N 


ed by the Rumour of freſh Proſecutions againſt 


Canning, they were in a Manner forced again to 
prefer Bills againſt the Gipſey's Evidence. Be- 
| ſides which, may be obſerved the Impropriety (not 
to uſe harſher Terms) of indicting the Gipſey's 
Witneſs at all; after the Girl was charged with Per- 
Jury ans.. , FN > ' 


Mr. Myles. That very Night (June 9) it was 


agreed between Mr. Ford and Mr. Miles, that all the 


Indictments ſhould he removed into the King's Bench, | 


and” ſufficient Perſons - ſhould become Bail, in Pe- 


nalen of 200 /. toreach of the Defendants Appearance | 
6 iſſued 
againſt any of the Defendants; which Agreement 


in that Court, and that no Warrant ſhould 


was to be carried into Execution as ſoon as conve- 


niently it could. On Monday, June 25, Mr. Ford 
and Mr. Myles were to have waited on Mr. Maſerf- 


man and Mr. Smyth at the 'Crown-Office, to have ſet- 
tled the Agreement; which, on ſome . Occaſion or 
other, Mr. Ford put off till Twe/day Evening, and 
then they met at the Crown-Office : When an Agree- 
ment was drawn up in Form, to be made a Rule of 
Court of King's- Bench; the Subſtance of which was, 


That Writs of Certiorari to remove the faid Indift- | 
ments ſhall be forthwith ſued” out of the Court of 


King's-Bench for the ſeveral Proſecutors, returnable 


immediately. That each of the Defendants ſhall ! 
immediately upon the Return of the ſaid Writs, 7 
plead as of this Term the General Iſſue; and that 
the Proſecutors. ſhall be obliged to make up the 
Records, and give Notice of, and proceed to Trial 


the 


and. Mr. ForD argued Pro and Con. f 
the Sitting after this preſent Term; and that all the 
ſaid Indiftments ſhall be then peremptorily tried; 


and that each of the Defendants ſhall forthwith on 


iſſuing out of ſuch Certiorari, with two ſufficient 
Z; Sureties, enter into a Recognizance before one of 
the Judges of the ſaid Court of King's Bench, to 
appear therein at the Return of the Poſtea, each of 
the Principals in 200 J. and. each of the Sureties in 
7 100/. And that the Defendants may, if they 

pleaſe, make up the ſaid Records, and alſo give' 

Notice of Trial for the ſame Sittings as by Provilo ; 
but ſuch Records ſo to be made up by Proviſo are 
not to be delivered, in caſe the Proſecutors ſhall eater 
and deliver the Records to be made up by them into 


Court, atleaſt four Days before the Sitting of the 


Court, on the firſt Day of the Adjournment. of the 
ſaid Sittings; and that the Court of King's Bench ſhall 
be moved, and ſuch Motion conſented to on Behalf 
of the Proſecutors and Defendants. — It was alſo 
2 agreed between Mr. Ford and Mr. Myles, that a Co- 
py of this Agreement ſhould be deliver'd by Mr. 
Ford to Sir Richard Loyd his Council, and another 
by Mr. Myles to Mr. Hume Campbell his Council, 
for their Concurrence and final Settlement. On 
Thurſday Morning (tho' the Bail was given in on 
Wedneſday) Mr. Myles received a Letter from Mr. 
Ford as follows: | | ph 
Six, Mr. Maſterman, thinking it quite impracti- 
cable to have the ſeveral Cauſes tried the Sittings 
after this Term, as intended, that Propoſal is, I 
find, at an End. The ſeveral Parties therefore will 
put in Bail to appear next Seſſions. — Which greatly 
| 1 Mr. Myles. % oo N 
Mr. Ford. At the Meeting on Tueſday, it was the 
general Opinion of the Parties preſent, that the In- 
dictments could not be tried at the Sittings after the 
laſt Term, for Reaſons which I am not at Liberty to 
mention, and conſequently that the. Agreement pro- 
. poſed: could not be carried into Execution, and for 
{on | | | | the 
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the Truth of this Fact I appeal to Mr. Maſterman 1 
Ahles's Clerk in Court. On the next Day Mr. Ford © , 
ſaw Mr. Maſterman again, who then declared it was : 
impracticable to have the Indictments tried at the 
Sittings after the laſt Term, and gave it as his Opi- 
nion, that it would therefore be better to try them 
at the Q/d Batily; for the Truth of which Facts, 1 
appeal to Mr. Maſttrman. Affairs being in this Situ- 
ation, it was thought proper that the Gipſey's Wit- 
D neſſes ſhould proviſionally give Bail for their Ap- 
pearance at the enſuing Seſſions (without Prejudice, 
| however, to the propoted Agreement, if it could be 
carried into Execution) which was accordingly done | 
on Wedneſday the 26th of June. The next Morning 0 
Mr. Hume Campbell and Sir Richard Loyd, concurred 8 
in recommending the Indictments to be tried at the 
Old Baily, and the fame Morning the Letter, which 
has given ſo much Offence, (tho' plainly a ſuperflu- 
ous Act, and intended in mere Complailance to re- + 
mind Canning's Solicitor of what he had no doubt re- * 
ceived Information from his Clerk in Court) was 5 
ſent to Mr. Myles. — One Thing more is to be re- 
member'd, which is, That on the laſt Day of the 
Term, a Motion was made in the Court of King's 
Bench tor a Certiorari to remove the Indictments 
againſt the Gipſey's Witneſſes into that Court, which 
Motion being unſupported by the leaſt Shadow of 
Reaſon, was deny'd; after which, the Council who 
oppoſed the Motion, offer'd, in the Face of the 
Court, to conſent to the Removal of the Indict- 
ments, upon Condition that the Girl's Friends would 
undertake to produce her. Yet even this * ; 
was, it ſeems, declined. . 
- MR. Myles. After ſuch a en it was na- 
| tural to conclude, that the paſt Treaties and Agree- 
ments were intended only to amuſe and gain Advan- 
rage, and that ſome very particular Reaſons had pre- 
vailed with Mr. Ford to try his Clients at the Ola 
Baily, rather _ the King's Bench, tho” in this lat- 


ter 


the | 
2 
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and Mr. Foxp argued pro and Con. 7 


ter Court it had been all along agreed to try the 


Dauſes: It was natural therefore for Canning's 
riends to infer, That whatever Mr. Ford ſhould 
hink advantageous to his Clients, might tend to pre- 


| 4 | a dice her; and that, as they had once been deceived, 


it was of Importance to them to guard againſt any 
future foul Play. Had this Tranſaction of Mr. 
Ford's indeed happen'd after the now approaching 


SGeſſions, Canning's Friends, notwithſtanding the 
\ Breach of Agreement, would not porhaps have ob- 
the & 
Pleading at the one Seſſions, and Trying the Indict- 


to the putting in Bail for her Appearance at 
tember Seſſions ; becauſe by the Privilege of 


ext, which every Perſon indicted for a 


7 Miſdemeanour is entitled to, they would have had 


; 5 the Satisfaction of being aſſured, that the Trial could 


not come on till the Seſſions next after the NIN TH or- 
NovxMRER. 


MR. Ford. From the Facts thus related, the In- 
ferences drawn from them, by Canning's Friends, 


agare theſe. Firſt, it is inſinuated, that Mr. Ford had 


broke the Agreement of the Treaty, which had only 
been carried on by him to amuſe them, and gain an 
unfair Advantage. The next 1s an Intimation as 
groundleſs as it is ridiculous, being calculated to im- 
poſe a Belief on the Ignorant, that a worthy Magi- 
ſtrate will, if the Parties ſhould be tried during his 
Continuance in his Office, do, what. they know is 
not in his Power, that is, unduly influence a Jury by 
Means of his Authority, and pervert the Courſe of 
Juſtice. — This, weak as it is, is all they have to 


offer in Excuſe for avowedly concealing a Girl in- 


dicted for Perjury, and for the Apprehenſion of 
whom a Warrant has been iſſued; . and thereby 
ſcreening her from, or at leaſt delaying that Juſtice 
which the Public loudly calls for, and co a Right 
to expect, Their Conduct therefore, in this Reſpect, 
would. be utterly unjuſtifiable even tho? Mr. Ford had 


broke the Agreement. But in order to ſhew ite 


Falſi 
* y 
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Falſity of that Charge, it will be proper to remarks 


that the Hopes of bringing the Parties to a Trial fo 


ſpeedily as the preſent Sittings, were reaſonable Mo- 
tives; and I muſt add, were the well known Mo- 
tives which induced Mr. Ford to think of entering 
into the prepoſed Agreement, as 1s evident from the 
Words of the Draught; and conſequently, when 


the Impoſſibility of not trying them till September, 


and the very great Uncertainty of even then bringing 
on their Trials, plainly appeared, that great Motive 
ceaſed, and the Propoſal tor an Agreement was at an 
End of Courſe, without a Breach of Honour in any 


of the Parties; for as to any Danger of an unfair 


Trial at the Old Baily, no Body in his right Wits, 
who knows any Thing of that Court, ever feared it; 
and to remove the Doubts, (if any ſuch are really 
entertained) of the moſt timorous in that Reſpect 
the Public may be aſſured, (of what Canning's 
Friends already well know) that the Magiſtrate, 
whoſe Influence, and whoſe Conduct ſome Perſon af. 
tet to dread ſo greatly, has 'openly declared his 


Intention not to fit upon the Bench, nor ſo much as 


appear in Court, during the Trials of any of the Par- 
ties accuſed. The whole Matter then is no more 
than this, that Mr. Ford _ on Tueſday, that 
there was a great Improbability of carrying the pro- 


poſed Agreement into Execution, thought there was 


no Crime in doing on Wedneſday, what did not af- 
tect that Agreement one Way or other, by 3 
in Bail for the Gipſey's Witneſſes; but that he di 

not even then look upon the Propoſal as quite at an 
End, and therefore ſent no Meſſage to Mr. Myles to 
remind him of bailing the Girl till Thwr/day, when 
the concurrent Opinion' of the Clerks in Court, and 
the Council on hoth Sides, fully juſtify'd his drop- 
ping all Thoughts of it; and in Effect, it was much 
genteeler, to write to Mr. Myles in the Manner he 
did, the Day before the Warrant had hed agaibt 
the Girl, and after it had iſſued, to — 1 ard 

ER. rien 


3 and My. Fokb, argued Pro and Con. 9 
Friends of it, and to wait the Reſult of their Con- 


> ſultations for ſeveral Days before it was endeavour'd 
o to be Executed, than it would have been to have ta- 
= keen her up without previous Notice; which yet 
ho would not have been unfair, as it can hardly be 
3 AT queſtioned, but that Mr. Maſterman gave Mr. Myles 
Notice, that the Propoſal had proved abortive, at 
hn lleaſt as ſoon as Mr. Ford was informed of it. In 
, fine, the Right of Objection to Jurors, upon ſhew- 
by ing their Unfitneſs to try any Perſon accuſed, is an 
* effectual Bar to any Oppreſſion, by the Returning 
n prejudiced or partial Jurymen. 1 
7 7 SSSAISSSAULTSHSSUTSISSSHESUSEAS EEE .;. 
Tr I Believe there never was a Caſe which fo puzled 
„ I the Underſtandings of Men, as that of Elizabeth 
3 Canning. It has been thought of Importance enough 
7 to engage both Sexes and all Parties and Perſuaſions, 
35 both in Town and Country, on one Side or the other 
8 of the Queſtion; and yet the Matter in Diſpute 


dees not turn upon any Point in Religion, Law, or 
Politicks, the three grand Sources of the far greateſt 
Part of thoſe Controverſies and Litigations, that in 
all Ages and in all Countries, have troubled and diſ- 
2 2 Mankind. The Subject which has engroſs'd 
the publick Attention for ſome Months paſt, is, 
Whether Canning was confined for a Month in Well's 
Hlouſe, as ſhe and her Friends have aſſerted, and 
whether Mary Squires was really guilty of robbing 
this Girl in that Houſe ? One would think that this 
Diſpute ſhould have been determined by a Verdict 
given by a Jury, after a fair Trial, and a ſtrict Exa- 
' mination of the Evidences, by which the Priſoner 
was convicted. Yet this Deciſion, fo ſolemnly 
made, has not been final, and the Execution of the 
Sentence then pronounced in Conſequence thereof, 
was ſoon after deferr'd, and at length totally reverſed 


oO Roy OO TT e (Þ 1- & 6 t'e 


by a Free Pardon of the Perſon condemn'd. 4 
Tus Cauſes which have produced this wonderful 
Event, is the Subject of our preſerit Enquiry, In 
order to which it would be neceſſary to give a true 
En} B Stats 
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State of the Caſe, and the Particulars of the Evi- 


dence given by aud on Behalf of Canning, at the Trial 
of Squires ; but as the Town has already been perfect- 
ly informed ©: the whole Tranſaction, we ſhall not 
treipais on the Reader's Patience with a Recital of 
Mautcrs, with which he is already acquainted ; but 
ſhall pr. orecd immediately to the Cauſes which we ap- 


pre he nu gave Occaſion to a Reviſal of the Evidence 


brad on thoſe two learned Oracles of the Law, 
be Actorney 2nd Solicits Geueral, to make ſuch 
Ewvoorablc en tation of her Caſe to his Majeſ- 
MY as e induce n to extend his Royal Mercy to 
this mhappy Woman. 
As to the firſt Point, 7. e. the immediate Cauſe 
that gave Occaſion to a Reviſal of the Evidence, by 
ieans of which the Life of a poor unhappy Wretch 
has been ſaved, the Honour of it muſt be wholly aſ-- 
cribed to the Sagacity, Penetration, and indefatiga- 
ble Induſtry of that worthy Magiſtrate, my Lord 
Mayor. He fat on the Bench at the Trial, and gave 
a ſtrict Attention to every Thing that paſt; nothing 
eſcaped his ſevereſt Examination; and upon the whole, 


gen at the Trial ; ; and then ſtate the Reaſons which 
the 


the Story appeared to him ſo improbable in all its 
Circumſtances, as to convince him, that there 


was a Falſity in the Evidence, tho' there was no 
Poſſibility, at that Time, to diſcover where it lay. 
The Evidence was poſitive, and the Facts prov'd to 


the Satisfaction of the Jury, who were the proper 


Judges of the Credibility of the Witneſſes. The 
Teſtimony given by the Men of Abbotſbury, for what 
Reaſon I have not been inform'd, had not Weight 
enough to balance the poſitive Evidence of the Pro- 
ſecutrix. 

Bur tho' the Jury were convinc'd, his Lordſhip 
was not ; and therefore, as he apprehended a wrong 


5 Judgment had been given againſt the unfortunate 


Priſoner at the Bar, he thought it his Duty to uſe his 
beſt Endeavours to detect and develope this Myſteri- 


ous Iniquity. In over to Ns he Judged | it 2255 
5 ; . ly 
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ly expedient to begin his Enquiry at A#bot/bury, 
where this Woman was ſworn to be at the Time when 
the Robbery was ſworn to be committed; for if that 
could be once undeniably proved, it would be a great 
means of unravelling the whole Affair. 
Accokpix ol his Lordſhip diſpatch'd Letters to 


that Town; to which he ſoon receiv'd Anſwers from 
Perſons of unqueſtion'd Character and Credit, in 


Confirmation of his own Opinion, declaring, that 


Mary Squires the Convict, was at Abbotſbury, tor ſe- 
veral Days in the Beginning of January. Theſe An- 
ſwers contain'd a great Number of Certificates and 


Affidavits, atteſted by the Vicar, Churchwardens, 


Overſeers, and other principal Men of the Pariſh in 
Prot @ 6 = {9 

His Lordſhip being Maſter of theſe atteſted Evi- 
dences, did not let the Matter reſt there; he thought 
himſelf indiſpenſably obliged to do all in his Power to 
make them turn to the Advantage of the poor Con- 
vict; and for that End, waited on one of the Secre- 
taries of State, and laid the Papers before him, in or- 
der to inform his Majeſty of the true State of the 
Caſe. In Conſequence of which, a Reſpite was 
granted for two Months, and his Majeſty was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to refer the whole Affair to the Cogni- 
Zance and Examination of the Attorney and Sollici- 
tor General, that from their Report he might be en- 
abled to form a true Judgment of the Nature of the 
Caſe ; that ſo, if there ſhould appear any Room for 
Mercy, which he always exercites with the greateſt 
Pleaſure, he might extend it to this poor unhappy 
Creature, | | 

AccoRDINGLY, in Obedience to the Royal Order, 
they took the Affair in Hand, and immediately ſcru- 
tinized the Proofs that had been given on both Sides 


the Queſtion; and when they had with great Pru- 


dence, Circumſpection, and indefatigable Applica- 
tion, travers'd all the Facts and Circumſtances that 
appeared for and againſt the Convict, they gave it as 

„ C 2 1 
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12 The Controverted TIP CASE 
Opinion, that there was not ſufficient Evidence to con- 


vitt ber of the Crime for which ſhe ftood condemn d. | 
THz Reaſons which induc'd theſe learned Gentle- 
men to be of this Opinion, ar 


bility of the Facts and Circu 


company the ſaid Robbery, and Hen the Ahora 
that appear d in the Evidence, as well on the Trial, 


as upon freſh Diſcoveries that have been made ſince. 
Bur it ought to be remember'd, that, while the 
Affair was under the Conſideration af the Attorn 


and Sollicitor General, the Seſſions were held at Fu/- 


tice-Hall, in the Old Bail. The Friends of Canning 
took this Opportunity to make an Attempt to inva- 
lidate the Evidence given by the 4bb97/bury Men, in 


Behalf of Squires, on her Trial. For this Purpoſe, 


Meſſengers were diſpatched into the Country, with 
proper Authority, to bring them to Town, in order 
to have them indicted for Perjury at the Old Baily ; 


where they were accordingly indicted, but no Bill 


found. 


ON the other Side. the Ac for Squires 
thought they had ſufficient Grounds for an Indict- 


ment againſt Canning for the like Crime. The 
Grand Jury, however, thought proper to, diſmiſs 
this Bill likewiſe. For tho' it was plainly prov'd by 
the Teſtimonies from Abbotſbury, that Squires was ac- 


tually at that Town, and in the Neighbourhood of i it 
for ſeveral Days in the Beginning of January laſt, 

that there were as many Witneſſes from Eudield Ab, 
and thereabouts, who as poſitively depos'd, ſhe was at 
Wells's at that very Time; and there being ſuch a 


manifeſt Contradiction in the Evidence, there muſt 


be a moſt wicked Perjury, cither on the pne Side or 


the other, but on which, they found ir impoſſible to 
diſcover, and therefore very judiciopſiy diſmiſs'd both 


the Bills; and the Affair remain'd as myſterious and 
intricate as ever; and the two learned. Gentlemen, 
to whole geciſive Opinion this Matter was referr'd 


1 eceiv v'd 
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Of MARY SQUIRES 13 
receiv'd no Manner of Light from this Examination 


before the Grand Jury. 


War Clue then did they. find to guide them thro? 
this intricate Meander ? Their Judgment alone, by 


| 2 an impartial Diſquiſition of all Facts and Circum- 


ſtances that could yield them any Light, directed 
them to give their Opinion in the Manner they have 
done. h 


Taz firſt Thing that ſhock'd their Belief of the 


Evidence given by Canning was, the Improbability 
of her being carried, in the darkeſt Part or a Winters 


Night (herſelf all the while rendered inſenſible by a 
Fit) by two Men to the Diſtance of ten or twelve 
Miles, without any rational Cauſe. aſſigned for their 
undertaking ſuch a laborious Taſk. For to ſay, as 


tit has been ſaid, that the Son's Deſign in preſenting 


this Girl to his Mother, was to increaſe the Famil 

of Gipſeys, and to make a Gain of her by obliging 

her toderve their iniquitous Purpoſes, is ridiculous. 

For tho' Squires has been all along repreſented as one 

of the Clan and Fraternity of Gipleys, ar certain ſhe 
1 


never did belong to them; but is really a Pedlar, 
and has a Licence from the proper Office to travel 
the Country and fell Goods in the Pedlary Way. 
This was ſufficiently prov'd, even upon her Trial, by 
the Abbot/bury Men, who depos'd, that ſhe was ſell- 
ing her Goods about that Town, and in the Neigh- 
bourhood at the very Time, when Canning ſwore ſhe 
was robb'd by her at Wells's Houſe. From whence 
it is plain, ſhe could have no ſuch wicked Ends to 
ſerve, by taking this Girl into her Family, as has 
been moſt falſely alledg'd. | 
CANNING, on her Croſs-Examination, ſwears 
that the two Men who brought her to Wellꝰs, ſtaid 
no longer than till they ſaw her Stays cut off, and then 
they went away, before ſhe was put up in the Loft. 


Virtue Hall being aſk'd by the Court, where Elizabeth 
Canning was when the two Men took away the Things, 
anſwered, ſhe was then up in the Room, So that 


here 
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here we ſee a plain Contradiction between the two 
principal Witneſſes againſt Squzres, and that in a very 


material Point; which ftrengthens the Suſpicion, 


that the whole is an Impoſture. 
Thx next incomprehenſible Part of Canning? s Evi- 


| dence is, That Squrres had no ſooner ſhut her up in 


the Hayloft, but told her, if ſhe ever heard her ſtir 
or move, or any ſuch Thing, ſhe would cut her 
Throat; and actually kept her a Priſoner there a 
whole Month. But is it credible to imagine, that 


Squires, after this Act of Felony in robbing the Girl, 


by which ſhe muſt be ſenſible the had forteired her 
Life to the Law, -would continue a Month longer in 
the ſame Houle ? Was it poſſible” that ſhe ſhould 


have no Apprehenſion or Fear of being diſcover'd in 


all that Time ? Is there not greater Realon to believe, 
that as ſoon as ſhe had robb'd the Girl, ſhe would have 
tucn'd her going, and that herſelf would have made 
off as faſt as ſhe could, to prevent the Purſuit of Juſ- 
tice ? She knew, or might have known either by her 
Son, or common, Report, that this Girl had been 
advertiſ'd as violently forc'd away from her Friends: 
Was not this ſufficient to warn her to provide for her 
own Safety, by ſome better Method than making a 
Priſoner of the Perſon ſhe had robbed ? This could 
anſwer no End, and only expoſe her to the Hazard 


of a Detection. 


Bur farther ; after Squires knew that the Girl had 
made her Eſcape, ſhe remained ſtill in the Houſe, 
without the leaſt Apprehenſion of any Danger, and 


was there, together with. her Son and Daughter, all 
- equally concern'd, (except the Daughter) in the Vi- 


olence done to Canning, at the Time they were ap- 
1 which ſurely they would not have been, 
1 


ad they been conſcious of the Crime of which they 1 


were ſoon accuſed. Their Flight would have been 


as much a Sign of their Guilt, as their ny was of | 


their Innocence. 
Bur for what End or Pn can it be ima- 
gin'd 


gin'd that Squires ſhould keep this Girl ſo long im- 


2 vicious Courle of Life, as it has been pretended, 
why did ſhe not in all this Time call the Girl before 
her, and when ſhe found that rough uſage had no Ef- 
ect upon her, why did ſhe not ule gentle and perſua- 

Z five Methods, which generally prove more effectual 

than forcible Means; for Compulſion often makes 
Hypocrites, but never ſincere Converts ? Beſides, was 
ne not afraid, that her Priſoner would be ſtary'd to 
'*, Death; for ſhe had no Reaſon to believe, that Life 


ſmall Pittance of Bread and Water ſhe had allow'd 
her? Even Dr. Dodd, in his Phyfical Account of Can- 
uing's Caſe, allows, that a little longer Continuance 
of ſtarving, (as he truely calls it) would have certain- 
ly been mortal! And if ſhe had actually died in the 
Place, Sguires would have added the Crime of Mur- 
> deer to that of Robbery. And yet, fo harden'd was 
this old Wretch in her Wickedneſs, beyond all the 
Examples that ever I read or heard of, that ſhe does 
not ſeem to have been affected with the leaſt Remorſe, 
.. even to an Inſenſibility of her own Danger from the 
Commiſſion of ſuch horrid Crimes; and by her Be- 
2} haviour diſcover'd, either a moſt diabolical Perſeve- 

rance in Wickedneſs, a ſtupid Security, or a Conſci- 
ence perfectly ſree from Guilt : But the great Impro- 


Perſuaſion of the latter | 
Since I have mention'd Dr. Dodd's Phyſical Ac- 
count of Canning*s Cale, it may not be amiſs to make 
a Remark or two on ſome of his Obſervations. In 
ſhewing the Poſſibility of Canning's ſubſiſting ſo long 
upon ſo ſmall a Quantity of Proviſions as was allot- 
ted her during her Month's Impriſonment, he brings 
ſeveral Inſtances of Perſons, who have abſtained 
wholly from eating and drinking for a much longe: 
Time. But as none of them are adapted to the Cafe 
in Queſtion, no other Anſwer need. be given, than 
TRACE what 


Of MARY SQUIRES. 15 


priſon'd in that Room ? If it was to compel her into 


could be ſupported for. a Month together with thar 


bability of the two firſt, ſerves to confirm a charitable 
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periſhed upon ſuch Food, it muſt have been thoſe 


'© Conſideration.” 


to the Juices as to render them the leſs liable to 
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what the Doctor himſelf has furniſh'd us with, viz. 
I would not have it ſuppoſed that every Perſon can 
live in ſuch, Circumitances as this Girl did, it 
would be as unanſwerable as to think the ſame _© 
Quantity of Food would ſatisfy different Bodies, 
but that ſeveral Perſons have lived on much leſs 
Food than ſhe, is one Argument why ſhe may be 
thought capable of doing it when, as I ſay, under 
ſuch particular Circumſtances as ſhe was; but the 
Word living is almoſt improper, ſince ſhe waſted 
and was barely alive; and it ſome would have quite 


a A K M K K @ 


of a laxer Habit of Body than the Perſon under 
Tux Doctor, in accounting for her having no 
Stool during the Time, ſays, it was owing to the Na- 
ture of her Food, which was hard dry Cruſts, which, 
< tho? diſagreeable to get down, yet it was the less 
liable to go off by Stool, ſince ſtale Bread is ofß a 
binding Nature, becauſe it ſoaks up the abounding 
< Moiſture of the Stomach, and gives a Conſiſtency 
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* Evacuation.” Suppoſing this to be true (for I am 
no Phyſician) the Doctor methinks ſhould have told 


us, whether thoſe dry Cruſts, when ſoak'd in Water 
(which was her way of eating them,) were not alter'd 
in their Property when they came into the Stomach ; 
and whether the hard Texture of the Cruſts, being 
thus relaxed by the Moiſture receiv'd into them, did 
not change their coſtive or retentive Quality? If this 
ſhould . be granted, and I cannot form to myſelf a 
Reaſon why it ſhould not, then this Part of his Ar- 
gument, for her ſubſiſting ſo long upon this Food, 
falls of Courſe. | + 
We: come next to ſpeak of another Part of Can- 
ning's Evidence, the Circumſtances of which are at- 
tended with as great an Improbability, as that of her 
ſubſiſting ſo long upon ſo {mall a Quantity of Food; 
and that is, her Eſcape out of Priſon, and walking 
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27 defperate, does Wonders, and enables a Perſon to do 
Things 
Dodd endeavours to prove the Poſſibility of making 
her Eſcape in the Manner it has been alledged; and it 


Gs ive bs 
2:7" 


of theſe can be of long Duration; 
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ed; for where Nature does not afford a conſtant 

= © Supply to aſſiſt the Action, it muſt quickly ceaſe 

of Courſe; and when her Powers are wound up to 

= © ſuch a Pitch, and her whole Stock of Spirits are 
collected, as it were, to a Point, it is impoſſible they 
ſhould continue long in the ſame Poſition, for the 

Spirits will diſſipate, and fall into their forſaken 
„Channels.“ Now, if Cann; 

7 Weakneſs and Imbecillity as has been repreſented, 


40 
6c 
cc 


Wd? 


Of MARY 'SQUIRES: 
Home the ſame Night abou? eleven or twelve Miles, 

and this at a Time when ſhe was fo emaciated by her 
hard and thin Living, that Dr. Dodd himſelf ſays, 
de was but barely alive; Nature was exhauſted, and 


17 


her Spirits waſted to that Degree, that her Limbs had 
hardly Strength enough to ſupport her Body, much 
leſs to garry her for fix or ſeven Hours together in her 
Walk to Town. This Fact is ſo extraordinary in the 
Nature of it, that her Advocates are forced to have 
* } Recourſe to a miraculous Operation to render it even 
feaſible. 


They ſay, that Fear, eſpecially when made 


above his natural Ability; from hence Dr. 


and Fear will give Spur to Weakneſs; yet neither 
cauſe the animal 
Spirits, which are all ſummon'd up to give their Aſ- 
ſiſtance on. che Emergency, cannot be kept long in ſo 
old ſtrained a Situation, but will ſoon flag and ſubſide, 
eeuen before their Work is done, if it be long in Hand. 

It is, as one juſtly calls it, a Flaſſi ſoon extinguiſh- 


was reduced to that 


ſhe muſt, after the firſt Struggles, have ſunk under the 
Weight of her Infirmities. Fear may indeed give 
ood; Wings to Cowards, but can never furniſh Strengta 
ing to Nature thus debilitated and exhauſted. of all her 


Fowers. And tho" the ſudden Emotions of 


Deſpair 
migh 
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might enable her to breal: her Priſon, yet that was all 
the Aſſiſtance it could afford, and her farther Flight 
muſt be ſupported by the Succours of Nature, of 
which her whole Stock was already ſpent, and there+ 
fore had no Help to carry her off, but her Fear; and 
| how far that was capable of doing i it has been ſhewn. 

Bur before we proceed farther, it will not be amiſs 
to take a Step back to view the dark, diſmal Place of 
her Confinement, and ſee it her Os of it, | 


fr. „ 60 „ 


ſeen it ſince, give of „ 
Ix her Examination before ths ſittin Ad 
ſhe deſcrib'd it as a dark Place, that VE y upon the 
Boards, that there was a Chimney with a Grate, and 
an old Gown laid in it; that over the Chimney there 
were a few Pictures; had made her Eſcape by pulling 
down ſome Boards that were nailed up to cover 4 
Window-Place, thro' the Cracks of which ſhe had y 
ſeen the Face of a Coachman whom ſhe remember'd. . t 
Now, had all theſe Circumſtances, fo minutely deſ- Þ x 
cribed, been exactly conformable to the Truth, there 
would have been much leſs. Reaſon to diſpute her Vve- &< 
racity, than now there is. But unfortunately tor her u 
it happens, that ſhe is miſtaken in almoſt all the Par- & 
ticulars. In the firſt Place, the Room cannot poſſibl | 
be dark, becauſe there are two Glaſs-Windows in it, 
with Caſements in them, to lighten it. It happens e 
likewiſe, that there was no Grate in the Chimney; b 
nor any Pictures over it; and from the Cob webs 
which in a manner lined the Chimney, it might well E 
be aſſured, that there had been no Grate i in it for a 
| great while before. 1 
Bur why ſhould ſhe lie upon the Boards, ink there © 
was near halt a Load of Hay in the Room ? For this * þ 
Dr. Dodd, or the Girl for him, has found out this fo 
wonderful Expedient, which for the Curioſity of it, I | 
will preſent to my Readers in his own Words. «<.I in 
& ſhall juſt. mention, ſays he, one Inſtance of her fi 
66 t that 1 is, ſhe lays, all the * | | 
„ 
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«46 there; altho' there was Hay in the Room, ſhe never 
« lay upon it to ſleep; her Reaſon was, ſhe was ter- 
<« rified with a Thought which-ſhe could not put out 


ok her Head, that a dead Man was hid under that 
Hay; and that ſhe declares was the Cauſe; why 


* the never. ſlept upon it: A very childlefs Reaſon, 
adds the Doctor, and not at all befitting het ſup- 
* poſed Cunning.” But herein I muſt beg Leave to 
Tue” aff from the Doctor: Tis certain, ſhe has acted 


of all along with an Air of the greateſt Simplicity, and 
this Tale of a dead Man under the Hay, was perfect- 
Illy conſiſtent with ſuch a Character; and if ſhe was 


7 Miſtreſs of ſo much Cunning as, the Doctor ſays, ſhe 
zs ſuppoſed to be, what better way could ſhe contrive to 
3 conceal her true Scheme, than by counterfeiting the 
27 Reverſe of it? One Property of Art is to conceal 
Art. S0 Gas this ſilly Tale will only ferve to 
ſtrengthen the Opinion of thoſe who ſuppoſe her 
whole Proceeding is one artful Scheme to hide from 


ie World ſome iniquitous Scenes, not yet brought 


FF ˖²«;ð—ðCO[ x 
Bur further: It is affirmed by thoſe who have 
ſeen the Room, that the two Windows have Cale- 
ments, and thoſe not faſten d, wide enough to let her 
thro' without breaking down any Boards for that 
Purpoſe, and one would think ſo eaſy and viſible a 
Method of making her Eſcape; ſhould have been pre- 
ferr*d to that which ſhe made uſe of; whereby ſhe tore 
her Ear ſo much that it bled all the way Home. 
. Txzsz Difficulties and Contrarieties to ocular 
Evidence, give People abundant Reaſon to ſuſ- 
cx her Veracity. Charity itſelf; even in its utmoſt 
Larirade, muſt be at a Stand to reconcile her Story to 
Eredibility 5 and her moſt ſtrenuous Adyocates have 
een at a Loſs for a rational Anfwer. 19 Objections 
ounded on ſuch ſtubborn Facts. 93-1581 
As 40 the old Gown, which Canning ſaid ſhe found 
uin che Grate, with which ſhe wrapped herſelf when 
mme made her Eſcape, ang. came Homme in it, I have 
EIT „ „ 


been 


* 


f 
\ 
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been well aſſured, that the Women who uſed to wa 
for her Mother, when they came to waſh it after her 


Return, declared that it was the ſame old Bed-Gown 
they had often waſh'd for her Mother before; and 
that thereupon they went to a certain Chief Magiſ- 
trate, and intorm'd him thereof; and that by his 
Order the Gown was brought to him, and that he has 
it now in his Cuſtody, ready to produce on a proper 
Occaſion: If fo, this will ſtrongly corroborate the 
Suſpicion of a wicked Combination among them. * 
VIRTUE HALL's Recantation has drawn ano- 
ther Spoke out of the Wheel, and has left the Car- 
riage in à very tottering Condition. Whether we 


_ conſider the Motives that at firſt induc'd- her to give 


her Evidence againſt Sguirrs, or thoſe which prevail'd 
with her to retract it afterwards, we ſhall find abun- 
dant Reaſon'to believe, that the Teſtimony ſhe gave 
in Court at the Trial, was falſe. In her Examina- 
tion before Juſtice Fielding, which continued for fix 
Hours, ſhe, could not be prevailed upon, by all the 


= 


Arguments the Juſtice could uſe for that Purpoſe, to 


ſwear directly againſt Squires and Wells; *til he told 


her, he would examine her no longer, but would 
« commit her to Priſon, and leave her to ſtand or 
<« fall by the Evidence that ſhould be given againſt 
& her, and at the ſame Time adviſed Mr. Salt to 
* proſecute her as a Felon, together with the Gipſy- 
| woman upon this ſhe begged him to hear her once 
ore, and ſaid that ſhe would tell the Fruth.“ 


Theſe are Mr. Fielding's Words ; and I leave it to the 


Conſideration of any impartial Man, whether a poor 


ignorant Creature, terrified with the Horrors of a Jail, 


and the Threats of- being proſecuted as a Felon, 
might not be prevail'd upon to depoſe Things con- 


trary to her better Knowledge, and the Convictions of 


her own Conſcience. - - | 
AnoTHER Circumſtance; which ſerves to ſtrength- 
en the Suſpicion, that ſhe was over-ruPd to give her 


Information in the manner ſhe then did, is, that 


3 when 


3 
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when the Juſtice order'd her to go into a Room, in 
order for Mr. Sal to draw up her Information from 
her own Mouth, there were in the ſame Room ſeveral 
Thief-takers, Neugate-Sollicitors, and others of the 
ſame Stamp, who, all the while the Attorney was 


taking down her Depoſitions, which was for the 


Space of two Hours, were continually urging her to 
do it, telling her the dreadful Conſequences of her 
Refuſal, that ſhe would be involv'd in the fame 
Crime, and liable to the fame Puniſhment as the 
Gipſey, who, as ſhe was charged- with a Robbery, 


| which would cer ainly be proved upon her, would be 


hang d. Was not this enough to intimidate a poor 
timorous Creature from ſpeaking the Truth,” which-if 
ſhe had done, ſhe ſaw nothing but a Jail and the 
Gallows, for her certain and inevitable Portion? 

My Lord Mayor, underſtanding that Hall was m- 
cli d to retract her Evidence, ſent for her, and in a 
very candid and friendly Manner queſtions her up- 
on the Facts ſhe had ſworn againſt Sguires. I ſhall 
not repeat the Particulars, becauſe they have beef al- 
ready publiſhed; let it ſuffice to ſay, that ſhe freely 
acknowledged, chat whatever ſhe had depos'd againſt 
Squires, on her Trial, was abſolutely falte. 

Bur tho” his Lordſhip acted on this Occaſion, 


with all the Prudence and Caution that becomes a 


worthy Magiſtrate, yet he has had the Misfortune to 
be traduc'd and ſeverely cenſured, for an Action 
which ſhould have entitled him'to' the higheſt Enco- 
miums. It has been ſaid, by thoſe who take a Plea- 
fure in detracting from Merit, that his Lordſhip ex- 
amin'd her privately, and by unfair Means erecitd” 
this Confeſſion from her; a Slander, tho” eafily re 
futed by Numbers who were preſent at her Exainita- 
tion, 'yet was greedily ſwallowed by thoſe who 1 were 
Advocates for Canning. 

Ir was in vain for his Lordſhip, or for tho . 
undertook his Defence, to attempt to ſtop the Tor- 
rent of Scandal that has been drache on this Occa-' 

hon. 
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ſion. He calmly waited for an Opportunity to vindi- 
cate his Character, and convince thoſe malevolent 
Detractors of the Falſity of their ill- natur d Calum- 
nies. This. Opportunity at length offer'd itſelf, For 
on Wedneſday, the zoth of May, Mary Squires, who 
had obtained his Majeſty's free Pardon, was brought 
before him in. order to be diſcharg'd. Ar the ſame 
Time his Lordſhip ſens for Virtue Hall, and in the 
Preſence of a numerous Company, who were met at 

e Manſion-Houſe on that Occaſion, he ſpoke to 
Virtue Hall in Words, as near as can be remember'd 
by one who heard then, to this Effect: Virtue Hall, 
you ſee this Woman Mary Squires, who, by your 
© Evidence, and that of the Proſecutrix Canning, was 
© convicted of a Robbery, and thereupon receiv'd 

Sentence of Death, but has ſince obtain'd his Ma- 
© jeſty's tree Pardon; ſo that what you now ſay, ei- 
< ther for or againſt her, can no ways affect her ; 
neither have you any Thing to fear from me, or 
any other Perſon on Account ofany Declaration you, 
< ſhall make at this Time; I deſire you therefore to 
< ſpeak freely, and declare before all this Company, 
© whether I ever took you into any private Room to 
examine you, or us'd any Arguments to perſuade you 
© to retract the Evidence you ve againſt Mary 
© Squires at her Trial; and if the Confeſſion you made 
* before me was not free and voluntary, and with- 
© out the Jeaſt Compulſion or Perſuaſion.” To which 
| ſhe made this Anſwer, © That his Lordſhip had not 
c ugd any private or indirect Means to prevail with 
her to make that Confeſſion the then did, which was 
© the Truth, and that her Evidence againſt Squires 

© on her Trial was falſe.” | 1 


Wurz I had proceeded thus far, a Pamphlet 1 
was put into my Hand, entitled, An Hope to the. 


Public in Behalf of Elizabeth Canning, by Daniel 


Cox, M. D. I read it over, and muſt confeſs the 
Doctor has taken a great deal of Pains to induce the 
Publick to entertain a favourable Opinion of his Cli- 
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ent; and tis pity ſo much Labour ſhould be foft ; 
'” however, I am afraid he will gain but few Proſelites 


to his Opinion; and that all his Arguments, how for- 


4 cible ſoever they ſeem to himſelf, will not convince 
the World, that he has ſhewn the material Facts in his 
Story to be true, on the Foundation of Evidence. 


ISAHAIL TL not meddle with the Girl's foul Shift, 


which the Doctor handles with ſo much Judgment, 


and by the Rules of his Art, proves from the View 


oft it, that it was impoſſible for the Owner of it to 


have any Commerce with Man while ſhe had it on; 


neither ſhall [at all diſpute the Exactneſs of his Skill 

mn aſcertaining her Innocence by feeling her Belly and 
Breaſts. Theſe are ſo peculiarly the Prerogatives of 
2 Phyſician, that it would be an unpardonable Pre- 


ſumption in one, who is not of the Faculty, to offer his 


Opinion in ſo nice and delicate a Point. Leaving him 


therefore m full Poſſeſſion of the dirty Smock, and 


* every Uſe he can make of it, I ſhall proceed to other 


Matters more material to our Purpoſe. 
Tux Doctor tells us, P. 24, that © every Charge 


$ that has been brought apainſt her (Canning) has 


« fallen to the Ground.* Hold, Sir, not too faſt ! 
How. do you know what Facts may be diſprov'd, 
when ſhe and the Abbotſbury Men ſhall be try'd for 
Perjury ? It will be decent to forbear giving your 
— Judgment upon the Caſe, before it be abſo- 
lutely decided by the Determinations of the Law, to 
which the Cognizance of it is once more referr' d. The 
fame Regard to a future Deciſion ſhould have with- 
held you from inſiſting on an Alibi in Behalf of Canning, 
as has been produc'd to the Innocence of the Gipſey. 
In the laſt Caſe there was an abſolute Neceſlity to 
produce inſtantly, as it were, every Circumſtance that 
could ſhew the leaſt Appearance of Innocence in 
Squires, Sentence of Death was paſs'd upon her ; the 
Report ſhortly to be made, which no doubt would 


2 have bernagreeable to the Verdict of the jury. No 


Time, therefore, was to be loſt z for had not my 
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Lord Mayor, prompted by an impartial Regard t to 


Juſtice, interpos'd at that very Juncture. the Life of 


a Subject would have been loſt, in Conſequence of a 
Verdict, which, it was juſtly ſuſpected, was not 
founded on the trueſt Evidence. The Teſtimonies of 
the People of Abbolſbury therefore were very aptly 
demanded and timely ſent up, to prevent the Executi- 
on of the Sentence given at the (1d Baily. 


Bur there is not the ſame Neceſſity to prove an 


Alibi with regard to Canning. It is ſufficient in the 
Eye of the Law, and for the Satisfaction of every 


reaſonable Man, that her Caſe is attended with the 


higheſt Improbabilities, and that it is next to an Im- 
poſſibility it ſhould have happen'd in the Manner it 
has been ſer forth. Now, tho? there ſhould not be 


| Proofs in Hand to ſhew, that ſhe was in any other 


Place than where ſhe has ſworn ſhe was, at the Time 


of this pretended Robbery : Yet if it ſhou'd happen 


to be prov'd, that ſhe never was at Well's Houſe, 
and conſequently that ſhe cou'd rot be confin'd there, 
it follows of Courſe, that ſhe was in ſome other Place; 
and tho? it ſhould never be known where, yet that will 
be no Impeachmeut of the Evidence againſt her, be- 
cauſe that lies wholly in her own Knowledge and that 
of her Accomplices, who, for their own Sakes, it's 
pre ſum'd, will never divulge the Secret. 

P. 23. the Doctor, ſpeaking of the Expniontion 
before Juſtice Fielding, ſays, © the Juſtice mult ſurcly 
«* ſtand exculpated, with all unprejudic'd Judges, for 
his Conduct in the Examination of Virtue Hall: 
Since, whatever Methods of Threatenings he might 
uſe to induce her to become an Fvidence in an Affair 


in which he appear d an Accomplice, and he is cer- 2 


< tainly entitled to Belief in what he declares about it, 
6 be could not compel ber to give a falſe Euidence. No! 


Did he attempt it then? This is a Conceſſion, which 


am apt to think, the Juſtice will not thank him for. 
It becomes a Magiſtrate, no doubt, to ſift out the 
Truth by all the fair Means he can; but J don't think 


he 
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he is veſted; with any Authority, to compel a Witneſs 
to declare any Thing contrary to the Conviction of his 
own Mind; and any Threatenings or compulſive 
Means that may be uſed for that Purpoſe, is an Op- 
preſſion of the Subject and an Invaſion of the common 
Liberty. - bank 132 5 ih 8 
Bur how did Virtue Hall appear an Accomplice 
in this Affair? Did any of the Witneſs, or even 
Canning, charge her with being fo? Was ſhe any 
more than a bare Spectator of the Robbery ? Did 
ſhe give the leaſt Aſſiſtance in confining the Girl? 
Tis true, the Juſtice, to terrify her into the Confeſſi- 
on, might tell her ſhe would be charg'd as an Accom- 
plice; but ſurely her being barely in Company with 
thoſe who did it, will not make her Partaker of their 
Guilt, unleſs by Words or Actions, ſhe had counte- 
nanced, aided or abetted the Crime. It may happen 
that I may (unknown to me) travel in Con pany with 
a Highwayman ; we may put up at an Inn together; 
while we are talking, my Fellow-traveller is charg'd 
with a Robbery :. Does it follow, that becauſe I was 
unluckily in his Company when taken, that I muſt 
be an Accomplice in his Crime? Certajnly no Judge 
nor Jury would canſtrue it in this Senſe, — 1 
| Tx Doctor goes on, and ſays, © Neither could 
Mr. Salt, Canning's Sollicitor, who took her In- 
© formation in another Room, in the Preſence: of at 
© leaſt ſeven or eight Perſons, have prompted her Con- 
6 feſſion, had he been capable of ſo infamous an Ac 
© tion,* I never heard that Mr. Salt was ever charg'd 
with prompting her Confeſſion; nor do L know, or 
have heard, that he did any more than take her In- 
formation as ſhe deliver'd it from her own Mouth: 
But if the Reader will pleaſe to turn back a few Pages, 
he will preſently inform himſelf what ſort of People 
they were, who were preſent when Mr. Salt took 
Hall's Information, and in what Manner ſhe was 
prompted to make that Confeſſion which Mr. Salt 
wrote down from her own Mouth. Had they been 
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Perſons of Credit, I ſuppoſe the Doctor wou'd have 
told us ſo ; but he has very prudently conceal'd that 
Part of che Story. 
Tux VLoctor, in order to eſtabliſh the Evidence of 
Virtue Hall, ſays, P. 27, © that it has all the Confir- 
mation of Truth, that the Evidence of any Accom- 
i * plicecan at any Time have, viz. That it is declared 
| upon the Oath of one, whoſe Oath was then volun- 
* 1a:y,> But how is this conſiſtent with thoſe mena- 
cing and terriſying Words, which the Doctor allows, 
the juſtice us'd to bring her to a Confeſſion? How 
can it be ſaid, that ſhe acted freely and voluntarily, 
when after a ſix Hours Purgation, ſhe could not at 
laſt be prevail'd upon to charge the Priſoner, till ſhe 
was threaten'd with a Jail and the Gallows? Yet the 
Doctor ſays, © ſhe was then under no Biaſs with reſpect 
© tothe Matter of her Evidence.” I don't know what 1 
he may call a Biaſs; but in my Opinion, ſuch terrify- > 
ing Methods were eaough to ſtagger one much better * 
principled in Virtue than Hall ſcems to have been. 1 
In the next Place we ſhall take notice of the Doll- 
tor's curious Method of ſyllogizing. His Argument 


ſtands thus: It is ſufficiently prov'd, that Canning, was , 
attack*d, brought to Wells's at four o Clock in te 
Morning, and there robb'd; con ſequently all the reſt 4 
of her Story muſt be true: For, adds he, as to the bh 


Manner of the Robbeis carrying her down to Mellss, 
© withqut bring diſcover d on the Road, or their Mo- 
< tives for doing it, it is no Part of my preſent Buſineſs, 
* even lo much as to gueſs at it, who am only endea- 
vouripg to eſtabliſh Facts“ Bur, pray, is not this 8 
one of the principal Facts that have render'd the whole 5 
Story improbable ? Ought not this therefore to be N 
clear'd of all Obſcurity and Ambiguity, before he 
had draw na Concluſion from other Facts, the Truth 
of which. depended wholly upon the Truth of this 
For, if from the Circumſtances in her Relation, It was 
umpoſſible, at leaſt, in the _—_ Degree improba- 
bis, ſhe' ſhouid be carried * in the Manner = 
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has declared, I ſhall leave it to all impartial Men to 
judge, what Degree of Credit is to be given to the o- 
ther Parts of her Story. It is certain, by her Account, 


that the two Men were ſeven Hours in conveying her 


from Moorfields to Wells Houſe. Now is it credible 


that theſe Men ſhould put themſelves to the immenſe 
Trouble of dragging along ſuch a dead Weight be- 
tween them, as ſhe muſt neceſſarily be, in her Fits all 


that Time, for eleven or twelve Miles together, with- 


out any View or Proſpect of Advantage or Reward 


for their Labour? For they had already taken her 


Money and Cloaths, and what could they expect 


more? Therefore, till this Fa&t can be eſtabliſhed 


upon more probable Groun 1s than it has hitherto been, 


I muſt be of the Opinion of thoſe who give more 
Credit to Virtue Hall's Recantation than her Informa- 


tion; and that it is as neceſſary to fill up this Chaſm of 


her Story, as there is to ſhew a Correſpondence be- 
tween the other Parts of it. | 


Tur Doctor having (to his own Satisfaction) eſta» 


bliſned the Truth of the former Part of Canning's 


Story, from the Congruity between her's and Hall's 
Evidence, proceeds to aſcertain the latter Part of it 
(her Eſcape and Return Home )from the Teſtimonies 
of ſeveral Perſons, who have ſworn. that they met her 
on the Road, Whar Credit is due to the Evidence of 
theſe Witneſſes will appear more clearly, when op- 
pos'd by the Evidence of the People of Abb iſbury; 
which cannot be known, with any Certainty, till this 
Affair 'is determined in a Court of Judicature. And 
therefore it becomes us to ſuſpend our Judgment, till 


we have a more unerring Authority to depend upon, 


than the uncertain Conjectures and partial Reaſonings 
of private Men. Neither is it juſt to anticipate the 
Judgment of the Court, by previouſly publiſhing the 
Force and Strength of the Evidence which is to be 
produced upon a Trial ; becauſe ſuch a Proceeding 
may have a Tendency to biaſs the Minds of 4 Jury to 
the Prejudice of the Perſon who is to be try'd ; as was 

| | D2 adjudg'd 
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adjudg'd in the Caſe of Miſs Hlandy, who complain'd, 
that the Depoſttions of the Witneſſes againſt her, taken 
before the Coroner, were publiſhed in the common 


News-papers. T his the judge call'd a very improper 
and ſcandalous Behaviour towards the Priſoner. = 


AnoTHER Argument the Doctor produces in De- 


fence of his Client is, the Acknowledgement of Guilt, 
both from Wells and the Gipſey-woman. The For- 
mer to {everal Perſons in Clerkendwel Priſon before the 
Trial, and the Latter during her Trial at the Old- 
Baily, in the Hearing of ſcveral credible Witneſſes." 
Ir Wells acknowledged her Guilt to ſeveral Perſons 
before her Trial, why were they not produc'd togive 


their Teſtimony on that Occaſion, when their Evidence 


mult have had its proper Weight? But now, to rake 
the Jails, and offer the common Chit-chat among 
Priſoners, as authentic Evidence, ſhews either the 
Weakneſs of the Cauſe it is brought to ſupport, or 
the malevolent Diſpoſition of thoſe who offer it. 
Wert, but. what ſhall we ſay to the Inſtance the 


Potor brings of Mr. Hickwan, a Diſtiller in Biſhop .. 


gate-\treet.. who maketh Oath, „ That he was pre- 
« ſent at the Trial of quires ; that he ſtood near 


« the ſaid Squires; and while Mr. Juſtice Wright was 


& ſumming up the Evidence to the Jury, and imme- 
« diately after he had repeated, that Canning had 
c {worn that quires had cut off her Stays, and turn'd 
ee her up Stairs, the ſaid Squires did ſay, poor innocent 
&« Creature, and jo J did, 1 wiſh ] bad never ſeen 
c& Her.“ TH 8 ou | 
Now, in Anſwer to this, let us hear the Teſtimony 
of the ſame Sguires, on her being called on to make 
her Defence; and ſurely the deſerves as much Credit 
in this as the other. The Paſſage is quoted by the 
Doctor himſelf from the printed 1 rial, and produced 


to ſhew the Contradiction between. the Gipſey's Wit» 


neſſes on her Trial, and her own Declaration. Being 
aſked what ſhe had to ſay before ſhe received Sentence, 
We anſwered, On New-Zear's: Day, I lay at Coon, 
| | . «K.at 
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& at the Widow Grevil's Houſe, the next Day I went 
« to Stoptage I drank at the ſecond Ale-Houſe in 


| « Baſingſtoke on the Thurſday in New-Years Week, — 


« On the Friday I lay at Bagſhot-Heath, at a little 
« tiney Houſe on the Heath,“ &:c. Now, tho? there 
may be ſome Variation between the Evidence given 
by her and that of the Abbotsbury Men, yet both con- 

cur in this, that ſhe was in thoſe Parts the Beginning of 
January; if ſo, ſhe could not be at Wellys at the 
Time ſworn. But be that as it will, it is plain, that 
this Declaration manifeſtly contradicts what Mr. 


Hickman ſwears ſhe ſaid, when the Judge was ſum- 


ming up the Evidence; for, if ſhe was upon the 
Road, and lay at thoſe particular Places ſhe mentions 
during the firſt Week in January, it is impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould rob Canning at Vell's at the ſame Time. 

MARY $9UIRES is now/ near * four-ſcore 


Tears of Age, and conſequently, we may reaſonably 


ſuppoſe her Senſes are much impaired, her Memory 
weaken'd, and all her Faculties dull'd, and far from 
enjoy ing that Activity as when in their youthful Vigour. 
Is it any Wonder then, that ſhe ſhould obſerve ſo lit- 
tle Connection in telling her Story? or that her Me- 
mory ſhould” fail her in reciting Things done ſome 


Months before? In this Manner I think the Contradic- 


tions ſhe is charged with may be accounted for. When 


che Organs of the Body become obtuſe and dull by 


Age, the rational Faculties muſt loſe their uſual 
Sprightlineſs and Vigour, becauſe thoſe Inſtruments by 
which they formerly exerted themſelves, are leſs'apt 
for that Purpoſe than they had been. | 
As Ai; methinks the very Age of this Woman 
might be urged as an Argument in her Favour. Who 
that has any generous Sentiments, can imagine, that 
a Woman on the very Verge of Life, can be guilty of 
ſuch enormous Offences as this poor old Wretch has 
been accuſed of? It is to ſuppoſe ſhe could have no 
Notions of Futurity, or an eternal Eſtate; which ſhe 
muſt be ſenſible ſhe would ſoon enter upon. How 
7 | | apt 
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apt ſoever Youth may be to flatter itſelf with a long 
Life, and on that Account give a looſe to all ſenſual 
Enjoyments, yet when arrived to extreme old Age, 
and Fourſcore ſtares them in the Face, they then (if 
they never did before) begin to ſettle their Accounts 
with Heaven, and prepare for another World; and 
it is charitable to ſuppoſe that this old Creature had 


her Thoughts employ'd upon the ſame important 


Object. 


Bor further: Another Objection to the Credibili- 


ty of Canning's Story, ariſes from the Manner of her 
Eſcape out of the Room, where, it's ſaid, ſhe was 
impriſoned. She tells us, that after ſhe had conti- 
nued' there a Month, and almoſt ſtarved to Death, 
ſhe then bethought herſelf of contriving ſome Method 
to get away; and obſerving ſome Boards nailed up 
againſt a Window, ſhe pulled them down, and made 


her Way thro' the Paſſage, tho not without ſome 


Difficulty, and hurting herſelf very much, 

I MIOGHT here animadvert, how incredible it is to 
imagine, that the pinching Diſtreſs, which ſhe daily 
ſuffered for Want of Food, and that for a Month to- 
gether, ſhou'd never put her upon attempting her Eſ- 


cape before ſhe did; for there is a great deal of Truth 


in that old Proverb, Neceſſity is the Mother of Inven- 
tion; and *tis well known, that Hunger ſharpens the 
Wits, and puts a Man upon Schemes that he would 
never have thought of, not the loud and urgent 
Calls of Nature drove him to it. If any one doubts 
this, let him but conſult any Sęſſions-Paper that has 
been publiſhed for fifty Years paſt, and he will find 
Inſtances enough to induce him to acknowledge the 


Truth of this Obſervation. There is ſcarce a Con- 


vict but what will tell him, that it was dire Neceſſity 


that forc'd him to ſupply his Wants by unwarranta- 
ble Means. And what is it, but the Fear of Poverty 


that whets the Invention of the Mechanic, and ſpurs 


the Induſtry of the Labourer ? Who then can be ſo 


credulous 
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credulous as to believe, that this Girl, when Death 
every Moment ſtared her in the Face, ſhould not once 
have a Thought of freeing herſelf from ſuch a terri- 
„% » ² ²:mꝛm . 5 ̃ ößß 
Fx again; that, of two Paſſages thro' which ſhe 
might have eſcap'd, ſhe ſhould chuſe the moſt diffi- 
cult, is another Wonder in this. marvellous Buſineſs, 
For ſince this Affair has made fuck a Noiſe in the 
World, many Gentlemen, to fatisfy their Curioſity, 
have been at the Houſe, and very ſtrictly examin'd 
the Room of her Confinement; and they all agree in 
this, at leaſt all thoſe I have converſed with about it, 
that ſhe might with all imaginable Eaſe have got thro? 
the Caſements of the Glaſs Windows ; and that ſhe 
muſt have put herſelf to a great deal of Trouble in 
pulling down the Boards, beſides the Hazard ſhe ran 
of alarming the Family by the Noiſe, which muſt 
inevitably have prevented the Succeſs of her At- 
tempt. - - 1 | 
I $HALL only make one Obſervation more upon 
this extraordinary Caſe, and ſo take my Leave of her 
at preſent. It is affirm'd, that ſhe had about four 
and twenty Cruſts, about the Quantity of a Quartern 
Loaf, given her to ſubſiſt upon. Now, I would 
fain know from whence, and by what Means, ſuch a 
Heap of Cruſts was produced? It either ſhews good 
Houſekeeping in the Family, that could afford to 
make ſuch a Waſte of Bread, or elſe that all the 
Mumpers round: the Country reſorted there to feed 
upon the Orts that had been given them. As to the 
firſt, the whole Family conſiſted but of two Perſons, 
that is, Mother Wells, and Virtue Hall; and I don't 

find that Wells was in ſuch affluent Circumſtances 
that ſhe could afford to waſte her Proviſions; and as 
to Squires, tis agreed on all Sides, that ſhe had not 
been there many Days before Canning is ſaid to be 
robbed by her. Neither was this Houſe a Receptacle 
tor Beggars, but for a Sort of People of a much 
T- 5 5 higher 
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